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htn I'm down tills way. Good night.
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"Vnt f i run cci in neacaoir. :tic- -

artr replied in whisper. "I'm coing
) be real sick, Dennis. Hold mo up i"

Emitting loud and realistic groan,
lnnprl lininlv Hcninst his friend with

iih mddenncss that the aurnrlscd Den- -

ij was almokt borne to uio noor, nut
e recovered himself in time. Another
roan selled from McCarty's throat
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wund of footsteps within, the door was
pened cautiously unci n womnn peered
.it. She was tail and .Tunoesnue in
orra itn a tnn-- Drain or iair nnir
alline over cither shoulder and great
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nowhere around and I couldn't keep on
founding this horn I All nt onco hell
broke loose hero in tho house and I fig-

ured you were in it aomehow."
McCarty explained gruffly, adding a

description of the "Hildrcth" woman,
nun Martin whistled.

"The Hclwlg girl to a Tl" ho
"And that valet so that's

how the land lays! We'll find her it
nhc'ft on the block!"

After n few final orders McCarty,
with Dennis In tow, returned to ths
drugstore and nodding to tho surprised
clerk he entered the telephone booth and
called up police headquarters. A long
ten minutes elnrwcd before he reap-pare- d,

red nnd perspiring, and Bald in
n hurried undertone to his companion.

Xost is on his way up to tho Crev-e.in- g

house as fast as the inapector'a
rwn ear can take him. He's to find out
if Hill Is there and stand guard over
him."

"Ilut why?" Dennis spokecautiouslyot of the side of his capacious mouth.
viy don't he run him In again and

brine him up before the magistrate to-
morrow to be held for trial? You've
got n clear charge ngatnst him now of
aiding and abetting that woman to
jump her ball: that's whnt the legal
sharks call it."

"Instead, if it's not too late for the
first editions, the inspector is going topc that every morning newspaper car-
rier the word that he's been released for
Inck of crldcnco and is back at the
Crcvcling house," McCarty responded
"Ytst will be thetc to nee that he don't
get out again or send any messages and
to trace and report any phone calls
that may come for him."

"I get you!" A light broke over
Dennis' face. "You think the woman
will maybe try to reach him there when
she learns that he'fl out again and
Lack on his Job?"

McCarty nodded.
"She doesn't know that he's been In

the neighborhood here tonight, nor that
he led uh straight to her. Ho'll keep
on believing thnt she's safe enough and
tl.ink we're only guarding him on his
o7n account." He turned to the clerk
who was watching them with curious
eyes. "What are your hours here?"

"Eight to eight," the latter replied,
still staring.

"Where do you live?"
".night up over the store. The jani-

tor's wife takea care of my four kids,
hut I wouldn't feci easy about 'em if
they weren't here in the same building
with roe. Say, who are you fellows,
anyway? It seems to me you're asking
n lot of questions around here 1"

"And I'm liable to be asking a lot
more!" McCarty InternipUtf grimly.
"Wo're from police headquarters, if you
want to know."

"Police!" The clerk gripped the
edee 6f the showcase. "Those thoso
Hildrcths ?"

"Have you been on every night this
week?" McCarty interrupted.

"Y-ye- s, sir!"
"Is there any other public telephone

booth in the neighborhood?"
"None any place that keopi open all

night." The clerk seemed to be gather-iu- g

his dated faculties.
"Do you have many calls from here

between midnight nnd early morning?"
The clerk shook his head.
"Not unless somebody's sick."
"Did unjbody come in here and use

that phone last night;"
"Certainly: .1 lot of people early in

the evening, but after midnight!" He
paused and his eyes 'widened.

"No one came in here to phone after
that until until half-pa- st 4 in the
morning."

"Who was that?" McCarty asked
shatply. "Some one from the neigh-
borhood that you know?"

"It was Mr. Hildrcth! 1 was sur-
prised, for he looked very bad nnd I
thought thnt he must be xlck and have
come in for some medicine, but he baid
that ho only wanted to use the phone,
lie went in the booth and closed thv
door nnd I didn't hear what numbei
he called, but St must have been n city
one for he was only in there n minute.
When he "enmn out he looked to pale
tbHt I thought he was going to keel over
and I offered him a bracer er just u
heart btimulnnt, of course, I fixed him
up a 'lose with a dash of strychnine in
it and it Bcemed to pull him together.
lie said ho had been out of town on a
business matter and traveling all night
to get back j thnt his train vhould hnve
been in nt mldnleht. but was delayed
nnd he had to phone to his partner at
tho cnrllcst possible moment. It did
strike mo ns funny that he hndn't tele-
phoned from the stntion if it was as
important as all that, but I didn't buy
no. I was kind of sleepy, nnd it wasn't
any business of mine. Ho hurried off
home nnd I nettled down for a imp in
my chair behind tho cosh reirister.

"Did you see him nsaln before he
came in tonight?"

"No." The c erk hCHltated. "1
don't know whnt you've got against the
Hildrcths nnd Id hate to get them into
any trouble, for they've been good cus
tomers here nnd pleasant to deal with.
I il never believe a word against Mri.
Hildrcth, anyway."

"You said that she didn't come in
hero often." McCarty eyed him quizzi-
cally. "When did you see her Inst?

Thero was n uause and then the
clerk replied with evident rotuetancc :

"finny tlilt morning."
"How ettrly?"
"I suppose I'd better tell you : .von

fellows would find out, somehow! it
wnB .lust boforo 0. less than half an hour
niter her husband left. I told jou I'd
settled down for a nap: well, I wns
roused by tho bell thnt rings whenever
tho door is opened and looked up to see
Mrs. Hildrcth come in. She's alwa.tk as
neat us uax. but this morning she looked
as though flio had lost thrown on her
Clothes every which way. and sue
seemed excited, too, about something.
She nsked In that soft foreign voice ot
hers if sho could use the telephone, and
It must have been an call
this time, for she was in the booth
nearly twenty minutes nnd I heard
money rattle in the slot two or three
times. She thanked me when she came
out, but didn't try to explain about thti
call the way her husband had about
hie." lie paused and added: "I'll tell
you ono thing I think, sir; whntevrr it
was that happened to make her husband
look more dead than alive it ccrtalnh
put new life Into her ! She valkod out
of tho store as though shu wus treading
on air!"

McCarty frowucd thoughtfully. lie
hud found contirmatloo of his suspicions
from a totally unexpected quarter nnd
one of the minor mystcrlos of the case
was denied up, hut It led him no nearer
to tho truth; rnther by Us very untuir
It raised complexities which hn had wa
hitherto considered.

"We may want you." he said nt last
"What isjotir name?"

"Willis I'dell. nnd you'll find me hen.
cr in the flat over the shop any time
you want me!" tho clerk declared.
"'I've dono nothing to ba afraid of you
fellowR for, nor said a word I can t
stick to, but 1 hope you are mistaken
about tho Hildrcths.

Ho shook his head lugubrlousjy after
them as they loft the shop and when the
door had closed behind them Dennis.,
too. drew a deep breath.

''Well, that wttlcs the two phone
calls, nnyway," ho commented, "The
wholo thing Is as plain as the nose on
jour face, Mac! The man that killed
Crcvcllug was "
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